
1

Topical Issues of Talent Support in Poland

Mirosğaw Sielatycki

Undersecretary of State

Ministry of National Education, Poland

Budapest, April 7th, 2011



2

2011 ïYear of Maria Skğodowska-Curie in Poland

We must have perseverance and confidence in ourselves. 

We must believe that we are gifted insomething, 

and that this thing, at whatever cost, 

must be attained.

Maria Skğodowska-Curie

(double Nobel Prize Winner)

éa good reason to talk about talents

in Poland and Europe
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Main aspects

1. Education, competencies, talents

2. Year of Discovering Talents

3. Systemic project on talent support in Poland
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Where is talent in our educational systems? 

(PISA study)

Average reading performance Average mathematics 

performance

Average life sciences 

performance
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Cumulated learning effects at the end of obligatory schooling in OECD countries 

(average performance of 15 year olds)

Source: PISA study 2009, OECD
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Percentage of students achieving the highest competence levels, i.e. level 5 (lighter colour) 

and 6 (darker colour)

Percentage of the best 

students in reading

Percentage of the best 

students in mathematics

Average performance 

in life sciences
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Where is talent in our educational systems? 

(PISA study)

Source: PISA study 2009, OECD
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European talent hunt networks:

European Union Contest for Young Scientists

Å competition organized since 1989ïPolandôs 
participation since 1995

Å selection organized by the Polish 
Childrenôs Fund 

Å international success of Polish pupils 
and students

ï Poland: 3rd place with 36 prizes (after Germany with 
74 and United Kongdom with 37) even though no 
participation for six first years; 

ï Hungary: 29 prizes (5th place ex aequo 
with four other countries)

Å finals in Helsinki this year



7

International olimpics ïmeeting points for young talents

International success of Polish pupils and students

(2004-2010):

Å4th place in terms of number of medals 
in the international IT olympics 

(after China, Russia and USA)

Å5th place in terms of number of medals 

in chemical olympics (behind Korea, 
China, Russia and Taiwan) 
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Polish NGOs and local educational authorities 

ïregional programmes for young talents

Towarzystwo 

Szk·ğ Tw·rczych

GiLA ïGimnazjum i Liceum 

Akademickie w Toruniu

Taki Jak Mozart
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Territorial diversification of pupilsô success in Poland

Percentages of finalists and winners in competitions 

on province-level

Why do talents 

grow

unevenly?

Is it Ăthe seedò,

Ăthe soilò

or Ăthe gardenerò? Mazowsze 

Province
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The Year of Discovering Talents in Poland

The Polish Minister of National Education 

has announced the school year 2010/2011
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The Year of Discovering Talents

Objectives:

Å to develop pupilsô and studentsô skills and interests

Å to encourage teachers to take an individual approach to each child

Å to promote institutions and organizations supporting childrenôs and 
young peopleôs talents

The Year of Discovering Talents:

Å fully fits in with the European Unionôs educational priorities

Å represents an effort to meet the recommendation of the Council of 
Europe which pointed out to special educational needs of children and 
young people with exceptional potential

There is no such thing as a great talent without great will power.

Honor® de Balzac
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Talents meet on-line

Å talent points 
(schools and places)

Å competitions and 
contests in specific 
subject areas

Å financial support for 
the best-performing 
pupils and students

Å information on young 
peopleôs educational 
success

Å materials helping 
teachers to develop
their skills

www.roktalentow.men.gov.pl


